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Skills
learned on
reseruation
paid off
in \ IVWI
By Llll lan Gox

Jn 1944, Army lst IJ. Donald V.
I Jamison was delivered by sub-

Imarine to the shore of llna, I-a
Union, in the Philippines.

He was an officer in the Office of
Strategic Services, the forerunner
of the Central Inteltgence {gency.

Jamison said his mission was to
perform reconnaissance and demo
lition behind enemy lines in prepa-
ration for an invasion led by Gen.
Douglas MacArthur to overthrow
the Japanese occupation. The inva-
sion was to take place in January
1945.

Jamison, now 87, lives in Escon-
dido.

In a recent interview, the deco-
rated warveteran recalled how
guerrilla warfare skills he used
during World War II were cultivat-
ed as a boy on the Rincon Indian
Reservation and his family's lazy
H Ranch.

Jamison's father, Bert Jamison,
was a Seneca-Cayuga Indian. His
mother, Mary GolshJamison, was
a lliseioDiegueflo Indian. His
great-grandfather was the leg-
endary Santiago Duro, the last
chief of the Mesa Grande Indians.

Jamison remembered fierce bat-
tles in the Philippines, during
which he used marksmanship skills
honed on the reservation to pick
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Frlends who asslsted hlm In 1944 by carrylng supplles greeted
Jamfson (far rlght) durlng a1976 vlslt to Manlla. Courtesgphotos

1966 for a state dinner for the Ma
coses.

After World War II, Jamison re
turned to the United States and
raised two daughters with his
wife. He managed a store on the
Rincon Reservation and worked
for the aerospace company Con'l
ir. He also served in the Army Rr
serve,

When the Korean War ignited i
1950, Jamison received orders to
report to Fort Benning, Ga.

He went to Damon Calac, the
brother of a childhood friend. and
asked him for money to get to the
base.

"He was a medicine man and a
witch doctor, and had a lot of mon
ey,"Jamison said. "He gave rne
$1,000 to go to war."

Jamison laterworked in real es
tate and sold turquoise. In the latt
1960s. he served on the Intertribi
Council of California, helping to d
velop casinos.

Now retired and a widower, Jan
son continues to attend tribal cou
cil meetings at Rincon.

Jamison said he wishes more
would say Rincon correctly.

"It's pronounced'Rincone,' he
said. "like an ice cream cone."

Lllllan Gox is a freelance writer from
Encinitas.

offJapanese soldiers.
"This was something I learned

from my Uncle Mark," he said.
Uncle Mark was Marcus Golsh,

chief of the Rincon Indians during
the 1940s. Golsh taughtJamison
how to adjust the sight of a rifle to
compensate for the effect of the
wind.

Max Mazzettt, a childhoo d
friend, recalled watching Jamison
practice.

"He could shoot a rabbit right in
the middle of the head from quite a
distance," Mazzetti said.

Jamison got to know firearms at
an early age.

"When I was 5, I was given my
own horse and saddle," he said.'At
6, I was given a .22 rifle.

"At7,Iwas bringing home food
for the family... doves, quail, ducks,
mountain pigeons and rabbit. I shot
my first deer at 11."

Jamison received numerous com-
bat medals from the Philippine gov-
ernment for his service there.

Jamison also met Ferdinand Mar-

cos, who was serving in the guerril-
la campaign to free the country. He
began a lifelong friendship with the
man who would become president
of the Philippines, and was aguest
at Marcos' inauguration.

Jamison and his late wife, Vir-
ginia, were frequentguests at Mar-
cos'palace in Manila. They were al-
so guests at the White House in

Donald Jamison (center) wlth Presldent Ferdlnand Marcos (third
from right) In Marcos' hometown of San Esteban, Luzon, In 1981.


